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In The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (1912), Emile Durkheim sets himself the task of discovering the
enduring source of human social identity. He investigates what he considered to be the simplest form of
documented religion - totemism among the Aborigines of Australia. For Durkheim, studying Aboriginal
religion was a way "to yield an understanding of the religious nature of man, by showing us an essential and
permanent aspect of humanity." The need and capacity of men and women to relate to one another socially
lies at the heart of Durkheim's exploration, in which religion embodies the beliefs that shape our moral
universe.

The Elementary Forms has been applauded and debated by sociologists, anthropologists, ethnographers,
philosophers, and theologians, and continues to speak to new generations about the intriguing origin and
nature of religion and society. This new, lightly abridged edition provides an excellent introduction to
Durkheim's ideas.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Elementary Forms of Religious Life.

Sylvia Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Elementary Forms of Religious Life
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide The Elementary Forms of Religious Life is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. You never sense
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Carolyn Fletcher:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Elementary Forms of Religious Life can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Teresa Hennessey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you go onto be your object. One of them is The Elementary Forms of Religious Life.
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