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A revelatory look at the life of the great American author?and how it shaped his most beloved works

Jack London was born a working class, fatherless Californian in 1876. In his youth, he was a boundlessly
energetic adventurer on the bustling West Coast?an oyster pirate, a hobo, a sailor, and a prospector by turns.
He spent his brief life rapidly accumulating the experiences that would inform his acclaimed bestselling
books The Call of the Wild, White Fang, and The Sea-Wolf.

The bare outlines of his story suggest a classic rags-to-riches tale, but London the man was plagued by
contradictions. He chronicled nature at its most savage, but wept helplessly at the deaths of his favorite
animals. At his peak the highest paid writer in the United States, he was nevertheless forced to work under
constant pressure for money. An irrepressibly optimistic crusader for social justice and a lover of humanity,
he was also subject to spells of bitter invective, especially as his health declined. Branded by shortsighted
critics as little more than a hack who produced a couple of memorable dog stories, he left behind a
voluminous literary legacy, much of it ripe for rediscovery.

In Jack London: An American Life, the noted Jack London scholar Earle Labor explores the brilliant and
complicated novelist lost behind the myth?at once a hard-living globe-trotter and a man alive with ideas,
whose passion for seeking new worlds to explore never waned until the day he died. Returning London to his
proper place in the American pantheon, Labor resurrects a major American novelist in his full fire and glory.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Jack London: An American Life, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

David Hernandez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Jack London: An American
Life.

Lenora Hungate:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Jack London: An
American Life that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Jack London: An American Life become your starter.

April Brooks:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Jack London: An American Life will give you new experience in examining a
book.
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