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Y ukio Mishima (b. 1925) was a brilliant writer and intellectual whose relentless obsession with beauty,
purity, and patriotism ended in his astonishing self-disembowel ment and decapitation in downtown Tokyo in
1970. Nominated for the Nobel Prize, Mishima was the best-known novelist of histime (workslike
Confessions of a Mask and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion are still in print in English), and his
legacy—his persona—is till honored and puzzled over.

Who was Y ukio Mishimareally? This, the first full biography to appear in English in aimost forty years,
traces Mishimas trajectory from a sickly boy named Kimitake Hiraoka to a hard-bodied student of martial
arts. In detail it examines his family life, the wartime years, and his emergence, then fame, as awriter and
advocate for traditional values. Revealed here are all the personalities and conflicts and sometimes petty
backbiting that shaped the culture of postwar literary Japan.

Working entirely from primary sources and material unavailable to other biographers, author Naoki Inose
and tranglator Hiroaki Sato together have produced a monumental work that covers much new ground in
unprecedented depth. Using interviews, social and psychological analysis, and close reading of novels and
essays, Persona removes the mask that Mishima so artfully created to disguise his true self.

Naoki I nose, currently vice governor of Tokyo, has also written biographies of writers Kikuchi Kan and
Osamu Dazai.

New Y ork—based Hiroaki Sato is an award-winning transator of classical and modern Japanese poetry, and
also trandlated Mishimas novel Sk and Insight.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Anderson:

The guide untitled Persona: A Biography of Y ukio Mishimais the reserve that recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
might get the e-book of Persona: A Biography of Y ukio Mishima from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy freetime.

David Barthel:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Persona: A Biography of Y ukio Mishima
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Persona: A Biography of

Y ukio Mishima as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break
don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that! ? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mary Summers:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Persona: A Biography of Y ukio Mishima can make you experience
more interested to read.

Rose Duprey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Persona: A Biography of Y ukio
Mishima.
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