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Here, on a scale unmatched by any previous collection, is the extraordinary energy and eloquence of
our first national political campaign: During the secret proceedings of the Constitutional Convention in
1787, the framers created a fundamentally new national plan to replace the Articles of Confederation and
then submitted it to conventions in each state for ratification. Immediately, a fierce storm of argument broke.
Federalist supporters, Antifederalist opponents, and seekers of a middle ground strove to balance public
order and personal liberty as they praised, condemned, challenged, and analyzed the new Constitution
Gathering hundreds of original texts by Franklin, Madison, Jefferson, Washington, and Patrick Henry—as
well as many others less well known today—this unrivaled collection allows readers to experience firsthand
the intense year-long struggle that created what remains the world’s oldest working national charter.

Assembled here in chronological order are hundreds of newspaper articles, pamphlets, speeches, and private
letters written or delivered in the aftermath of the Constitutional Convention. Along with familiar figures like
Franklin, Madison, Patrick Henry, Jefferson, and Washington, scores of less famous citizens are represented,
all speaking clearly and passionately about government. The most famous writings of the ratification struggle
— the Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison — are placed in their original context, alongside the
arguments of able antagonists, such as "Brutus" and the "Federal Farmer."

Part One includes press polemics and private commentaries from September1787 to January 1788. That
autumn, powerful arguments were made against the new charter by Virginian George Mason and the still-
unidentified "Federal Farmer," while in New York newspapers, the Federalist essays initiated a brilliant
defense. Dozens of speeches from the state ratifying conventions show how the "draft of a plan, nothing but
a dead letter," in Madison's words, had "life and validity...breathed into it by the voice of the people."
Included are the conventions in Pennsylvania, where James Wilson confronted the democratic skepticism of
those representing the western frontier, and in Massachusetts, where John Hancock and Samuel Adams
forged a crucial compromise that saved the country from years of political convulsion.

Informative notes, biographical profiles of all writers, speakers, and recipients, and a detailed chronology of
relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide fascinating background. A general index allows readers to follow
specific topics, and an appendix includes the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and
the Constitution (with all amendments).
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Debate on the
Constitution : Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle over
Ratification : Part One, September 1787-February 1788 (Library of America) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Joshua Canfield:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Debate on the Constitution : Federalist
and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle over Ratification : Part One,
September 1787-February 1788 (Library of America) can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should
have The Debate on the Constitution : Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During
the Struggle over Ratification : Part One, September 1787-February 1788 (Library of America).

Justin Perry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Debate on the Constitution : Federalist and
Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters During the Struggle over Ratification : Part One, September
1787-February 1788 (Library of America) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Debate on the Constitution : Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles, and Letters
During the Struggle over Ratification : Part One, September 1787-February 1788 (Library of America) has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Warner Gomez:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Debate on the Constitution : Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches, Articles,
and Letters During the Struggle over Ratification : Part One, September 1787-February 1788 (Library of
America) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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