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Davenport-Hines' landmark book draws on a dazzlingly wide range of sources to show how narcotics such as
opium, morphine, cannabis, heroin, cocaine, amphetamine, LSD and ecstasy came to have such an impact on
Western society and how, in turn, that society has attempted to cope with the arrival of each. Although it
should become the standard account of the subject, this book is no dry academic tome: Davenport-Hines is
one of the great historical story tellers and The Pursuit of Oblivion, though serious in purpose, contains a
dazzling array of strange, amusing and macabre stories. It reveals the intimate drug habits of Sir Christopher
Wren, Sir Walter Scott, Dickens, Gladstone, Freud, George IV, Queen Victoria, Marilyn Monroe, W. H.
Auden and Anthony Eden (to name just a few); the role of enterprises such as the East India Company and
Glaxo in distributing drugs (especially opiates); the part played by war in expanding drug use; the origins of
the different policies of Britain and the United States, Holland and Switzerland, Thailand and Indonesia; the
routes by which narcotics are transported around the world (including a brilliant account of the murderous
career of the Colombian cocaine warlord, Pablo Escobar); and the evolution of attitudes towards, and taboos
about, illicit substances. Spanning centuries, continents and empires, wars and revolutions, immigrants and
aristocrats, The Pursuit of Oblivion neither celebrates nor condemns the use of narcotics. It concludes with
an assessment of why, despite increasingly harsh sanctions, illegal drug use continues to increase and
considers where law-makers go from here.
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From reader reviews:

Andy Breaux:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of
Narcotics, 1500-2000 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rodney Bell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics, 1500-2000
can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Pursuit of Oblivion: A
Global History of Narcotics, 1500-2000 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global
History of Narcotics, 1500-2000 become your own personal starter.

Kirk Mathews:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics, 1500-2000 when you essential it?
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