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Five hundred years ago, Guru Nanak founded the Sikh faith in India. The Sikhs defied the caste system;
rejected the authority of Hindu priests; forbade magic and idolatry; and promoted the equality of men and
women -- beliefs that incurred the wrath of both Hindus and Muslims. In the centuries that followed, three of
Nanak's nine successors met violent ends, and his people continued to battle hostile regimes. The conflict has
raged into our own time: in 1984 the Golden Temple of Amritsar -- the holy shrine of the Sikhs--was
destroyed by the Indian Army. In retaliation, Sikh bodyguards assassinated Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

Now, Patwant Singh gives us the compelling story of the Sikhs -- their origins, traditions and beliefs, and
more recent history. He shows how a movement based on tenets of compassion and humaneness transformed
itself, of necessity, into a community that values bravery and military prowess as well as spirituality. We
learn how Gobind Singh, the tenth and last Guru, welded the Sikhs into a brotherhood, with each man
bearing the surname Singh, or "Lion," and abiding by a distinctive code of dress and conduct. He tells of
Banda the Brave's daring conquests, which sowed the seeds of a Sikh state, and how the enlightened ruler
Ranjit Singh fulfilled this promise by founding a Sikh empire.

The author examines how, through the centuries, the Sikh soldier became an exemplar of discipline and
courage and explains how Sikhs -- now numbering nearly 20 million worldwide -- have come to be known
for their commitment to education, their business acumen, and their enterprising spirit.

Finally, Singh concludes that it would be a grave error to alienate an energetic and vital community like the
Sikhs if modern India is to realize its full potential. He urges India's leaders to learn from the past and to
"honour the social contract with Indians of every background and persuasion."

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will need this The Sikhs.

Eric Bass:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Sikhs book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The Sikhs content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Sikhs is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Marisa Reber:

This book untitled The Sikhs to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Loretta Jones:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Sikhs it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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