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For some time, the United States has been engaged in a national debate over affirmative action policy. A
policy that began with the idea of creating a level playing field for minorities has sparked controversy in the
workplace, in higher education, and elsewhere. After forty years, the debate still continues and the issues are
as complex as ever. While most Americans are familiar with the term, they may not fully understand what
affirmative action is and why it has become such a divisive issue.

With this concise and up-to-date introduction, J. Edward Kellough brings together historical, philosophical,
and legal analyses to fully inform participants and observers of this debate. Aiming to promote a more
thorough knowledge of the issues involved, this book covers the history, legal status, controversies, and
impact of affirmative action in both the private and public sectors?and in education as well as employment.

In addition, Kellough shows how the development and implementation of affirmative action policies have
been significantly influenced by the nature and operation of our political institutions. Highlighting key
landmarks in legislation and court decisions, he explains such concepts as "disparate impact," "diversity
management," "strict scrutiny," and "representative bureaucracy." Understanding Affirmative Action probes
the rationale for affirmative action, the different arguments against it, and the known impact it has had.
Kellough concludes with a consideration of whether or not affirmative action will remain a useful tool for
combating discrimination in the years to come.

Not just for students in public administration and public policy, this handy volume will be a valuable
resource for public administrators, human resource managers, and ordinary citizens looking for a balanced
treatment of a controversial policy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Understanding Affirmative Action:
Politics, Discrimination, and the Search for Justice is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Donna Layne:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Understanding Affirmative Action: Politics, Discrimination, and the Search for Justice.

John Davis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Understanding Affirmative Action: Politics, Discrimination, and the Search for Justice provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.

William Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Understanding Affirmative Action: Politics, Discrimination, and the Search for Justice.
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