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This book identifies, presents and critically evaluates a corpus of films dealing with Arabs and Arabic
themes produced in the United States during the silent era (1894-1930). Underlying and guiding this work is
the premise that American (and Western) films dealing with Arabs took shape, functioned, and are ultimately
better understood by reference to the encompassing and pervasive cultural system of Orientalism.
Responding to the conditions and demands of Orientalism and reflecting a historically entrenched and
confrontational attitude towards Arabs and their environment, these films share sufficient common themes,
types, plotlines, motifs and a recognizable iconography to be considered as forming a distinct film genre,
labeled here the “Oriental genre”. Although the author provides ample evidence for the lackluster verdict that
a great number of these films were racist in treatment, colonialist in drive, and fantastical in their disregard
for Arab realities, he takes the additional step to go back and explore the mindsets and the general conditions
of production and consumption of these films, in order to situate cinematically and sociologically the real
moments of fascination and pleasure experienced by the millions of consumers of this type of film fare. For,
although it is a hard thing to conceive by the atrophied post 9/11 collective imagination about Arabs and
Muslims, the Arab lover stereotype roamed through thousands of picture palaces in the 1920s, charming
millions of women; as evidenced by multiple film plotlines involving London or Chicago girls flocking to
the North-African Desert to be serenaded by Arab lovers on silver moonlit dunes. The book then firmly
establishes the contours of the new film genre, tying it to its diverse historical and discursive moorings; then
sets out to provide the first expansive view of films on Arabs during the silent period. The Sheik films of
Valentino and the score of spoofs they generated are here presented in depth, as they offer the best
demonstration of the craze for things and themes Arabian in the twenties; a craze fueled and celebrated by
female audiences and the flapper element of it in particular. Furthermore, films like The Thief of Baghdad
and Kismet have been rightfully tied to their present moment of consumption as well as to their super script,
The Arabian Nights. The reader will also find in the book perhaps the most detailed account of the life and
films of Irish-born American filmmaker, Rex Ingram. His films on Arabs have taken him to North Africa
where he lived, went “native” and, to the displeasure of Hollywood, reportedly converted to Islam; earning
him in this book the title of Hollywood’s Lawrence of Arabia. Finally, what is also exclusive in this book is
the filmography of films on Arabs covering the period 1894-1930; erected piece by piece during the years
1900-1993. It has since been used and acknowledged by several film critics and historians. About the
Author: Abdelmajid Hajji obtained a PhD in Film from the University of Kansas in 1993. He served as Dean
of the School of Humanities and as Vice President of Moulay Ismail University in Meknes, Morocco. He is
now professor of Media, film, and International Communication at Moulay Ismail University in Meknes, and
Al Alakhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco. He has spent two terms at the University of Texas at Austin,
as a Fulbright post-doctoral researcher and as Research Fellow; allowing him to continue work on this book.
Mr. Hajji is also the President of the Moroccan Fulbright Alumni Association, MFAA.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Here thing why this kind of Arabs in American Cinema (1894-1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie
Genre are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in
the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Arabs in American Cinema (1894-
1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genre giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Arabs in American Cinema (1894-
1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genre. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Arabs in American Cinema
(1894-1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genre in e-book can be your alternate.

Willie Hickox:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Arabs in American
Cinema (1894-1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genre suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Arabs in American Cinema (1894-
1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genreis the one of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Randy Gable:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Arabs in American Cinema (1894-1930): Flappers
Meet Sheiks in New Movie Genre can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mark York:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to



reading a e-book. The book Arabs in American Cinema (1894-1930): Flappers Meet Sheiks in New Movie
Genre it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book possesses high quality.
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