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In 1945 Germany's cities lay in ruins, destroyed by Allied bombers `hat left major architectural monuments
badly damaged and much of the housing stock reduced to rubble. At the war's end, observers thought that it
would take forty years to rebuild, but by the late 1950s West Germany's cities had risen anew. The housing
crisis had been overcome and virtually all important monuments reconstructed, and the cities had reclaimed
their characteristic identities. Everywhere there was a mixture of old and new: historic churches and town
halls stood alongside new housing and department stores; ancient street layouts were crossed or encircled by
wide arteries; old city centers were balanced by garden suburbs laid out according to modern planning
principles. In this book, Diefendorf examines the questions raised by this remarkable feat of urban
reconstruction. He explains who was primarily responsible, what accounted for the speed of rebuilding, and
how priorities were set and decisions acted upon. He argues that in such crucial areas as architectural style,
urban planning, historic preservation, and housing policy, the Germans drew upon personnel, ideas,
institutions, and practical experiences from the Nazi and pre-Nazi periods. Diefendorf shows how the
rebuilding of West Germany's cities after 1945 can only be understood in terms of long-term continuities in
urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible In
the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Grady Long:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of
German Cities after World War II will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Florence Nguyen:

The book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War
II? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book In the Wake of War:
The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Rhonda Lanham:

Beside this kind of In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities
after World War II because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to



miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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