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In this unique work directed at social workers, Gerald A.J. de Montigny maintains that they, along with other
professionals, create an `institutional' reality through their day-to-day practices. He traces the practical ways
that social workers, when involved in child protection, struggle to produce a world which can be ordered,
systematized, and subjected to their powers. It is a penetrating and sensitive analysis of how social workers
in their everyday practice make sense from a confusing collection of case details to create organizationally
defined problems and cases.

De Montigny uses the tension between his experience of growing up 'working class' and the difficult process
of becoming a social worker to explore the practical activities professionals use to secure organizational
power and authority over clients. This tension has forced him to confront the dilemma of how to stand on the
side of clients when standing inside professional and organizational realities.

In the first half of the book, de Montigny focuses on the practices social workers use to produce a
universalized professional form of knowledge. He examines social workers' use of ideological practices;
fetishization of the social work profession; insertion of details from clients' lives into discursive order;
accounting for front-line practice as a problem solving scientific practice; and naming of their own
frustrations, conflicts, tensions, and pain as professionally manageable phenomena. In the second half of the
book, based on his own work in child protection, he systematically examines how such reality-producing
practices come to be expressed as child protection. He develops a synthetic account of his social work
interventions on cases of child abuse and neglect. This book should be read by all practitioners and students
of social work. It is an original and practical application of theoretical arguments to the everyday reality of
social work.
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From reader reviews:

Priscilla McCreary:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Social Working: An
Ethnography of Front-line Practice, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Mitchell Boone:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Social Working: An Ethnography of
Front-line Practice that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you are able to pick Social Working: An Ethnography of Front-line Practice become your own personal
starter.

Tracy Zapata:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Social Working: An Ethnography of Front-line Practice why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

William Levitt:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Social Working: An
Ethnography of Front-line Practice is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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