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The first three centuries of the early church were a period of struggle, transition and growth. Recent attempts
by historians and socia scientists to understand this era have produced various and conflicting accounts.
Indeed, some have sought to overturn the former consensus regarding which texts provide reliable evidence
and how they should be interpreted. In The First Christian Centuries, Paul McKechnie, aclassical scholar,
examines some key issues in the current debate.

- Which ancient sources are reliable?

- What was the social makeup of the early Christian movement?

- What can we determine about the growth rate and persecution of first-century Christians?

- What do we know about the second generation of Christians?

- How should we assess the reliability of our various sources from the second and third centuries?

- What were the nature and extent of persecutionsin the second and third centuries?

- What were the long-term consequences of Paul's making converts within the household of Caesar?

- Canwegain historical perspective on the diversity that traveled under the name Christian in the early
centuries?

- How were women regarded and what roles did they play?

- And how was it that a Roman emperor, Constantine, was converted--and what were the implications for the
Christian movement?

The vaue of McKechni€'s study lies not in providing a comprehensive narrative of the origins and growth of
the early church. Rather, it liesin critically examining key historical issues in sustained conversation with
contemporary scholarship and the ancient sources. McKechnie will be valued by both students and scholars
of early Christianity as an intelligent and informed companion who offers repeated and valuable insights into
this critical era of Christian beginnings.
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From reader reviews:
Lela Koehn:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or that for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The First Christian Centuries:
Perspectives on the Early Church. All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Gregory Anderson:

The guide with title The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church posesses alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now.
That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Cesar Benedetto:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The First
Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Thomas Obrien:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromiit. It is
known as of book The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church. Y ou can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It ismost essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for
aother place.
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