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Beauty and the Beast begins with the question: Is beauty destined to end in tragedy? Drawing on extensive
fieldwork in Colombia, Michael Taussig scrutinizes the anxious, audacious, and sometimes destructive
attempts people make to transform their bodies through cosmetic surgery and liposuction. He balances an
examination of surgeries meant to enhance an individual’s beauty with an often overlooked counterpart,
surgeries performed—often on high profile criminals—to disguise one’s identity. Situating this globally
shared phenomenon within the economic, cultural, and political history of Colombia, Taussig links the
country’s long civil war and its bodily mutilation and torture to the beauty industry at large, sketching
Colombia as a country whose high aesthetic stakes make it a stage where some of the most important and
problematic ideas about the body are played out.

Central to Taussig’s examination is George Bataille’s notion of depense, or “wasting.” While depense is
often used as a critique, Taussig also looks at the exuberance such squandering creates and its position as a
driving economic force. Depense, he argues, is precisely what these procedures are all about, and the beast
on the other side of beauty should not be dismissed as simple recompense. At once theoretical and colloquial,
public and intimate, Beauty and the Beast is a true-to-place ethnography—written in Taussig’s trademark
voice—that tells a thickly layered but always accessible story about the lengths to which people will go to be
physically remade.
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From reader reviews:

Blair Chappell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Beauty
and the Beast? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Terry Tatum:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Beauty and the Beast is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Latashia Bartlett:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Beauty and the Beast book as this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Terry Buehler:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Beauty and the Beast, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.
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