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Historically Canadians have considered themselves to be more or less free of racial prejudice. Although this
conception has been challenged in recent years, it has not been completely dispelled. In Colour-Coded,
Constance Backhouse illustrates the tenacious hold that white supremacy had on our legal system in the first
half of this century, and underscores the damaging legacy of inequality that continues today.

Backhouse presents detailed narratives of six court cases, each giving evidence of blatant racism created and
enforced through law. The cases focus on Aboriginal, Inuit, Chinese-Canadian, and African-Canadian
individuals, taking us from the criminal prosecution of traditional Aboriginal dance to the trial of members of
the 'Ku Klux Klan of Kanada.' From thousands of possibilities, Backhouse has selected studies that constitute
central moments in the legal history of race in Canada. Her selection also considers a wide range of legal
forums, including administrative rulings by municipal councils, criminal trials before police magistrates, and
criminal and civil cases heard by the highest courts in the provinces and by the Supreme Court of Canada.

The extensive and detailed documentation presented here leaves no doubt that the Canadian legal system
played a dominant role in creating and preserving racial discrimination. A central message of this book is
that racism is deeply embedded in Canadian history despite Canada's reputation as a raceless society.

Winner of the Joseph Brant Award, presented by the Ontario Historical Society
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

The actual book Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for
Canadian Legal History) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal
History) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Jon Gonzalez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism
in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Kim Adams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Colour-Coded: A Legal History of
Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal
History) become your own personal starter.

Susan Negri:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-
1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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