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Having left most of Moby-Dick with a printer in 1851, Herman Melville lamented to Nathaniel Hawthorne
that he would go down in history as a "man who lived among the cannibals!" Until his death in 1891,
Melville was known as the author of Typee (1846) and Omoo (1847) -- both semiautobiographical travel
books, and literary sensations because of Melville's sensual description of the South Sea islanders. (A
transatlantic furor raged over whether the books were fact or fiction.) His most famous character was
Fayaway -- not Captain Ahab, not the White Whale, not Bartleby, and definitely not Billy Budd, whose story
remained unpublished until 1924.

Herman Melville, 1819-1851 is the first of a two-volume project constituting the fullest biography of
Melville ever published. Hershel Parker, co-editor of the Northwestern-Newberry Edition of The Writings of
Herman Melville, reveals with extraordinary precision the twisted turmoil of Melville's life, beginning with
his Manhattan boyhood where, surrounded by tokens of heroic ancestors, he witnessed his father's
dissipation of two family fortunes. Having attended the best Manhattan boys' schools, Herman was
withdrawn from classes at the Albany Academy at age 12, shortly after his father's death. Outwardly docile,
inwardly rebellious, he worked where his family put him -- in a bank, in his brother's fur store -- until, at age
21, he escaped his responsibilities to his impoverished mother and his six siblings and sailed to the Pacific as
a whaleman.

A year and a half after his return, Melville was a famous author, thanks to the efforts of his older brother in
finding publishers. Three years later he was married, the man of the family, a New Yorker -- and still not
equipped to do the responsible thing: write more books in the vein that had proven so popular. After the
disappointing failure of Mardi, which he had hoped would prove him a literary genius, Melville wrote two
more saleable books in four months -- Redburn and White-Jacket. Early in 1850 he began work on Moby-
Dick. Moving to a farmhouse in the Berkshires, he finished the book with majestic companions -- Hawthorne
a few miles to the south, and Mount Greylock looming to the north. Before he completed the book he made
the most reckless gamble of his life, borrowing left and right (like his wastrel patrician father), sure that a
book so great would outsell even Typee.

Melville lovers have known Hershel Parker as a newsbringer -- from the shocking false report headlined
"Herman Melville Crazy" to the tantalizing title of Melville's lost novel, The Isle of the Cross. Carrying on
the late Jay Leyda's The Melville Log, Parker in the last decade has transcribed thousands of new documents
into what will be published as the multi-volume Leyda-Parker The New Melville Log. Now, exploring the
psychological narrative implicit in that mass of documents, Parker recreates episode after episode that will
prove stunningly new, even to Melvilleans.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hennessy:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 1, 1819-1851) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Kate Word:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 1, 1819-1851) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Brenda Evans:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 1,
1819-1851) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 1, 1819-1851) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Mildred Shaw:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 1, 1819-1851) when you
necessary it?
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