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Through the use of several iconic early American authors (Anne Bradstreet, James Kirkpatrick, Benjamin
Franklin, and Edgar Allan Poe), Jim Egan’s Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early American
Literature explores the presence of “the East” in American writing.

The specter of the East haunted the literature of colonial British Americaand the new United States, from the
earliest promotional pamphlets to the most aesthetically sophisticated works of art of the American
Renaissance. Figures of Persia, China, Arabia, and other Oriental people, places, and things played crucial
rolesin many British American literary works, serving as key imagesin early American writers' effortsto
demonstrate that early American culture could match—and perhaps even surpass—European standards of
refinement. These writers offered the East as a solution to America’ s perceived inferior civilized status by
suggesting that America become more civilized not by becoming more European but instead by adopting
aesthetic styles and standards long associated with an East cast as superior aesthetically to both America and
Europe.

In bringing to light this largely overlooked archive of images within the American literary canon, Oriental
Shadows suggests that the East played a key role in the emergence of adistinctively American literary
tradition and, further, that early American identity was born as much from figures of the East asit was from
the colonists’ encounters with the frontier.
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From reader reviews:
DelorisWagner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early
American Literature (Transoceanic Series). Try to make the book Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the
East in Early American Literature (Transoceanic Series) as your close friend. It meansthat it can being your
friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jonathan McL ean:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early
American Literature (Transoceanic Series) book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Trudy Clark:

Often the book Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early American Literature (Transoceanic
Series) hasalot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdouga makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Paul Queen:

This Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early American Literature (Transoceanic Series) is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Oriental Shadows: The Presence of the East in Early American Literature
(Transoceanic Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book aready do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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