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The Empress Dowager Cixi (1835-1908) brought destruction to the Qing Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty in
the long history of China. Written with remarkable charm and verve, this book is a delightful exploration of
the history of her extraordinary life and long reign, relating both historical facts and apocryphal anecdotes
about her private affairs. How did she climb from the bottom rung of the ladder as an ordinary ambitious girl
to the top rung of power as an empress dowager? How did she grow from an inexperienced girl to a mature
politician who managed to maintain her sovereign status for 48 years?

In all the history of China, only two women ever conquered and held the heights of power. Both enjoyed
long reigns characterized by ruthless intrigue; they maintained an iron grip at the center while the vast
country was torn by rebellions and caught up in foreign wars. Through their policy decisions as well as their
personal foibles, both left a deep imprint in history and in the minds of the Chinese people, fueling literature
and legend.
Fighting to maintain her power base, Empress Cixi struggled with the need to modernize the painfully
backward empire she had inherited while honoring age-old traditions. She studied previous rulers' failures
and achievements, and especially followed the example of Wu-Hou, who had elevated herself from
concubine to empress some 1200 years earlier, showing that a woman could be a successful ruler.
The stories that follow, some legendary, offer a glimpse of life during the declining days of the last Chinese
dynasty. Popular rebellions, foreign wars, devastating floods and drought-induced famines killed tens of
millions in the 19th century. Cixi learned her lessons well. She fended off every adversary, prolonging her
reign for 48 years. But all her craft and guile were not enough to repair the internal divisions and preserve
traditional China against the onslaught of modernity, of Europe, and of her Asian neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the
Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and
Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Christopher Gaul:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and
Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a
Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Mildred Kelly:

This Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine :
Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Empress Dowager Cixi:
China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the
Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.



Pamela Postma:

You can get this Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable
Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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