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In 1974, the British progressive rock group Genesis released their double concept album "The Lamb Lies
Down on Broadway", now widely regarded as a classic album of 1970s progressive rock. The story was
described by Genesis' then front-man Peter Gabriel as a 'moral fable' about a half-Puerto-Rican street tough
from New York City named Rael, who is engulfed by a solid cloud into a series of strange adventures in a
metaphysical realm. This album has inspired nearly fanatical devotion among progressive rock fans, some of
whom have constructed elaborate web sites purporting to 'explain' "The Lamb". The album is a surreal
allegory drawing its material from religious, literary and psychological themes. More than thirty years after
its release, "The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway" still enthralls listeners, earning the distinction of being
Genesis' most consistently selling back-catalogue release.As the book's title implies, this study will analyse
"The Lamb" both within the context of progressive rock, examining its special place in Genesis' recorded
output and in the progressive rock genre as a whole, and within the context of social and political changes of
the mid 1970s. It is important to consider that "The Lamb" marked a shift in Genesis' subject matter; in 1974
the group was on the verge of 'breaking into' the American music market, then the largest market for
recorded music in the world, but they were still regarded as that most British of British progressive rock
bands, with songs about Victorian giant hogweeds and albums like "Selling England By The Pound"."The
Lamb" marked a conscious shift in their story setting to America, and for the first time the songs were
oriented to the present rather than the past or future. Significantly, while 1974 marked the peak of music
industry growth and consolidation through corporate mergers, it was also the year in which America was
confronted with its limits, through the first of the OPEC energy crises, the crisis of confidence in government
following the resignation of Richard Nixon, the withdrawal from Vietnam, and the effects of runaway
inflation. Genesis' native Britain was also to feel the effects of the energy crisis, intensified by coal miner
and railway worker strikes and a period of economic slowdown that ultimately led to the rise of
Thatcherism." The Lamb" is set in New York City during this time of uncertainty, and it ironically also
marks the last concept album of progressive rock's 'golden age'. Within a few years the economic constraints
would affect the industry as a whole and progressive rock would suffer a precipitous drop in industry
support, owing to the unusual expenses involved in its promotion and marketing. "The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway" thus makes a particularly rich subject for detailed study; seldom does one fine such compelling
intersections between the musical, textual and socioeconomic aspects of an album.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

George Oneal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music
Series), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a book.

James Boyd:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still skepticism Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music
Series) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Brian Rutt:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Genesis and The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway
(Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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