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In Mere Equals, Lucia McMahon narrates a story about how a generation of young women who enjoyed
access to new educational opportunities made sense of their individual and social identities in an American
nation marked by stark political inequality between the sexes. McMahon's archival research into the private
documents of middling and well-to-do Americans in northern states illuminates educated women’s
experiences with particular life stages and relationship arcs: friendship, family, courtship, marriage, and
motherhood. In their personal and social relationships, educated women attempted to live as the "mere
equals" of men. Their often frustrated efforts reveal how early national Americans grappled with the
competing issues of women’s intellectual equality and sexual difference.

In the new nation, a pioneering society, pushing westward and unmooring itself from established institutions,
often enlisted women’s labor outside the home and in areas that we would deem public. Yet, as a matter of
law, women lacked most rights of citizenship and this subordination was authorized by an ideology of sexual
difference. What women and men said about education, how they valued it, and how they used it to place
themselves and others within social hierarchies is a highly useful way to understand the ongoing negotiation
between equality and difference. In public documents, “difference” overwhelmed “equality,” because the
formal exclusion of women from political activity and from economic parity required justification.
McMahon tracks the ways in which this public disparity took hold in private communications. By the 1830s,
separate and gendered spheres were firmly in place. This was the social and political heritage with which
women’s rights activists would contend for the rest of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Mere Equals: The
Paradox of Educated Women in the Early American Republic? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Georgette Tang:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Mere Equals: The Paradox of
Educated Women in the Early American Republic. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Linda McGrane:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Mere Equals: The Paradox of
Educated Women in the Early American Republic that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Mere Equals: The
Paradox of Educated Women in the Early American Republic become your own starter.

Julio Canfield:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Mere Equals: The Paradox of Educated Women in the Early American Republic. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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