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In this book, Shelly Eversley historicizes the demand for racial authenticity - what Zora Neale Hurston called
'the real Negro' - in twentieth-century American literature. Eversley argues that the modern emergence of the
interest in 'the real Negro' transforms the question of what race an author belongs into a question of what it
takes to belong to that race. Consequently, Paul Laurence Dunbar's Negro dialect poems were prized in the
first part of the century because - written by a black man - they were not 'imitation' black, while the dialect
performances by Zora Neale Hurston were celebrated because, written by a 'real' black, they were not
'imitation' white. The second half of the century, in its dismissal of material segregation, sanctions a notion
of black racial meaning as internal and psychological and thus promotes a version of black racial 'truth' as
invisible and interior, yet fixed within a stable conception of difference. The Real Negro foregrounds how
investments in black racial specificity illuminate the dynamic terms that define what makes a text and a
person 'black', while it also reveals how 'blackness', spoken and authentic, guards a more fragile, because
unspoken, commitment to the purity and primacy of 'whiteness' as a stable, uncontested ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

The book The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature
(Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Real Negro: The Question of
Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) to
get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Real
Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism
and Cultural Theory). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Pat Clark:

Here thing why that The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American
Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African
American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Real Negro: The
Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural
Theory). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American Literature
(Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) in e-book can be your alternate.

Pandora Rice:

The actual book The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-Century African American
Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Willie Thacker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has



reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Real Negro: The Question of Authenticity in Twentieth-
Century African American Literature (Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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