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In The Story of N, Hugh S. Gorman analyzes the notion of sustainability from a fresh perspective—the

integration of human activities with the biogeochemical cycling of nitrogen—and provides a supportive

alternative to studying sustainability through the lens of climate change and the cycling of carbon. It is the

first book to examine the social processes by which industrial societies learned to bypass a fundamental

ecological limit and, later, began addressing the resulting concerns by establishing limits of their own

            The book is organized into three parts. Part I, “The Knowledge of Nature,” explores the emergence of

the nitrogen cycle before humans arrived on the scene and the changes that occurred as stationary

agricultural societies took root. Part II, “Learning to Bypass an Ecological Limit,” examines the role of

science and market capitalism in accelerating the pace of innovation, eventually allowing humans to bypass

the activity of nitrogen-fixing bacteria. Part III, “Learning to Establish Human-Defined Limits,” covers the

twentieth-century response to the nitrogen-related concerns that emerged as more nitrogenous compounds

flowed into the environment. A concluding chapter, “The Challenge of Sustainability,” places the entire story

in the context of constructing an ecological economy in which innovations that contribute to sustainable

practices are rewarded.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle
and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
The Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in
Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Tony Jacobson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern
Science, Technology, and the Environment) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

William Rockwood:

You can get this The Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability
(Studies in Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Ian Bracy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial number of



sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Story of N: A
Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern Science,
Technology, and the Environment).
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