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The companion book to an upcoming museum exhibition of the same name, Places of Invention seeks to
answer timely questions about the nature of invention and innovation:  What is it about some places that
sparks invention and innovation? Is it simply being at the right place at the right time, or is it more than that?
How does “place”—whether physical, social, or cultural—support, constrain, and shape innovation? Why
does invention flourish in one spot but struggle in another, even very similar location? In short: Why there?
Why then?
 
Places of Invention frames current and historic conversation on the relationship between place and creativity,
citing extensive scholarship in the area and two decades of investigation and study from the National
Museum of American History’s Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation. The book is
built around six place case studies: Hartford, CT, late 1800s; Hollywood, CA, 1930s; Medical Alley, MN,
1950s; Bronx, NY,1970s; Silicon Valley, CA, 1970s–1980s; and Fort Collins, CO, 2010s. Interspersed with
these case studies are dispatches from three “learning labs” detailing Smithsonian Affiliate museums’ work
using Places of Invention as a model for documenting local invention and innovation.
 
Written by exhibition curators, each part of the book focuses on the central thesis that invention is
everywhere and fueled by unique combinations of creative people, ready resources, and inspiring
surroundings. Like the locations it explores, Places of Invention shows how the history of invention can be a
transformative lens for understanding local history and cultivating creativity on scales of place ranging from
the personal to the national and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Places of Invention is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Joyce Burke:

The experience that you get from Places of Invention could be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Places of Invention giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Places of Invention instantly.

Jaime Friend:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Places of Invention your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Places of
Invention giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Donna Moore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Places of Invention or even others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Places of Invention to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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