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Teeming with creatures, both real and imagined, this encyclopedic study in cultural history illuminates the
hidden web of connections between the Victorian fascination with fairies and their lore and the dominant
preoccupations of Victorian culture at large. Carole Silver here draws on sources ranging from the
anthropological, folkloric, and occult to the legal, historical, and medical. Sheisthefirst to anatomize a
world peopled by strange beings who have infiltrated both the literary and visual masterpieces and the minor
works of the writers and painters of that era.

Examining the period of 1798 to 1923, Strange and Secret Peoples focuses not only on such popular literary
figures as Charles Dickens and William Butler Y eats, but on writers as diverse as Thomas Carlyle, Arthur
Conan Doyle, and Charlotte Mew; on artists as varied as mad Richard Dadd, Aubrey Beardsley, and Sir
Joseph Noel Paton; and on artifacts ranging from fossil skullsto photographs and vases. Silver demonstrates
how beautiful and monstrous creatures--fairies and swan maidens, goblins and dwarfs, cretins and
changelings, elementals and pygmies--simultaneously peopled the Victorian imagination and inhabited
nineteenth-century science and belief. Her book reveal s the astonishing complexity and fertility of the
Victorian consciousness. its modernity and antiquity, its desire to naturalize the supernatural, its pervasive
eroticism fused with sexual anxiety, and its drive for racial and imperial dominion.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Wood:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies
and Victorian Consciousness will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidenceif you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Jeremy Smith:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Strange and Secret Peoples. Fairies and Victorian Consciousness book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such asit. So, do you till thinking Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousnessis not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Norma L orentzen:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually
Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness.

Naomi Taylor:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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