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"The conception of culture and philosophy's role within it developed in this work permits interesting
formulations of a number of important issues and concepts: the relations between the utopian and utilitarian
functions of philosophic theory; the character of the aesthetic and mystical sensibilities; the meaning and
function of metaphor and of irony; the value of theoretical consensus; the nature of philosophic
communication; and the distinctive relation of Plato and Socrates as a model for philosophic activity." --
David L. Hall

With Eros and Irony, David Hall re-evaluates the cultural role of philosophy, probing to the very heart of
questions in epistemology, metaphysics, and philosophy of culture. Two central arguments structure the
book: the first is that in modern culture the autonomy of the aesthetic and religious sensibilities has been
seriously qualified by an overemphasis on narrowly rational moral interests. The second is that philosophic
activity must be construed in terms of two conflicting elements: the desire for completeness of
understanding, and the failure to achieve such understanding.

Hall provides a historical survey of philosophic thought, encompassing Plato, Kant, Wittgenstein, Heidegger,
and Whitehead. He also avails himself of sources outside of philosophy, in such diverse fields as poetry,
psychology, physics, and Eastern religion, to create a work that not only addresses key issues in philosophy,
but also has deep implications for science, art, religion, morality, and cultural self-understanding.

"One cannot read this book without being challenged to the core about the way in which he perceives the
world. It is interesting, provocative, and engagingly written." -- Donald Crosby, Professor of Philosophy,
Colorado State University

"Hall's work is a rather extraordinary achievement. He discusses with imagination and authority issues
ranging over the entire history of philosophy and with special relevance to contemporary cultural situations.
It is a wonderful piece of work." -- Eliot Deutsch, Professor of Philosophy, University of Hawaii
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From reader reviews:

Cathleen Read:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Eros and
Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Series in Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Series in
Philosophy)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Henry Slaughter:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical
Anarchism (Suny Series in Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Series in Philosophy) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Marcia Marshall:

Typically the book Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Series in Systematic
Philosophy) (SUNY Series in Philosophy) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

David Mathews:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Series in
Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Series in Philosophy). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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