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Aeschylus' Oresteia, Sophocles' Oedipus plays, Euripides' Medea and Bacchae, and Aristophanes' Birds and 
Lysistrata are discussed in this lively and scholarly volume. The author's experience teaching these plays to
gifted high school students makes this volume particularly useful. The drama festivals, the adaptations of
myth, the relevance of Aristotelian criteria, and the political and cultural background of each play are
described fully, and the nature of tragedy and comedy, plot construction, stagecraft, theme, character,
imagery and individual odes and speeches are analyzed in depth.

The 5th century BC witnessed the flourishing of Athenian culture and was one of the most influential periods
in history. The achievements of the Greeks at that time forever shaped our political and legal institutions and
provided the foundation for Western civilization. At the same time, the world of the Greeks is distant and
exotic to contemporary students. The values and beliefs of the Greeks are best represented in the plays that
were crafted at that time, and these works continue to be widely read and studied. This book is a valuable
introduction to ancient Greek drama.

Designed for high school students, undergraduates, and their teachers, this work describes the origins and
physical aspects of ancient Greek theatre, discusses Aristotle's Poetics, and analyzes, in ten separate
chapters, ten frequently studied Greek plays: Aeschylus' Oresteia, Sophocles' Antigone, Oedipus Rex and
Oedipus at Colonus, Euripides' Medea and Bacchae and Aristophanes' Birds and Lysistrata. For each there is
cultural, political and mythological background, plot synopsis, and analysis of overall structure and
important scenes, speeches and odes. The Aristophanes chapters explore comic method and all chapters
discuss theme and stagecraft in depth.
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From reader reviews:

Miriam Ellis:

This book untitled Masterpieces of Classic Greek Drama (Greenwood Introduces Literary Masterpieces) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.

Dana Richardson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Masterpieces of Classic Greek Drama (Greenwood Introduces Literary Masterpieces).

Shannon Thomas:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Masterpieces of Classic Greek
Drama (Greenwood Introduces Literary Masterpieces) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Masterpieces of
Classic Greek Drama (Greenwood Introduces Literary Masterpieces) become your personal starter.

Douglas Gibson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Masterpieces of Classic Greek Drama
(Greenwood Introduces Literary Masterpieces) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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