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Called "fascinating" by the New York Times upon its first publication in 1984, Native Tongue won wide
critical praise and cult status, and has often been compared to the futurist fiction of Margaret Atwood. Set in
the twenty-second century, the novel tells of a world where women are once again property, denied civil
rights and banned from public life. Earth’s wealth depends on interplanetary commerce with alien races, and
linguists -—a small, clannish group of families -—have become the ruling elite by controlling all
interplanetary communication. Their women are used to breed perfect translators for all the galaxies’
languages.

Nazareth Chornyak, the most talented linguist of the family, is exhausted by her constant work translating for
trade organizations, supervising the children’s language education, running the compound, and caring for the
elderly men. She longs to retire to the Barren House, where women past childbearing age knit, chat, and wait
to die. What Nazareth comes to discover is that a slow revolution is going on in the Barren Houses: there,
word by word, women are creating a language of their own to free them from men’s control.

"Native Tongue brings to life not only the possibility of a women’s language, but a rationale for
one,"—Village Voice

"Elgin takes up more than linguistics, of course—everything from religion to sex…the story is absolutely
compelling."—Women’s Review of Books

Suzette Haden Elgin is author of twelve science fiction novels and is widely know for her best-selling series
The Gentle Art of Verbal Self-Defense and for The Grandmother Principles. She is director of the Ozark
Center for Language Studies and is professor emerita of linguistics at San Diego State University.

Susan Squier is Julia Brill professor of English and Women’s Studies at Pennsylvania State University.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Native Tongue (Native Tongue Trilogy)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Melissa Alfonso:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Native Tongue (Native Tongue Trilogy) as your daily
resource information.

Mary Peterson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Native Tongue (Native Tongue Trilogy) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.

Kenneth Rogers:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Native Tongue (Native Tongue Trilogy) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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