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We commonly think of marriage as a private matter between two people, a personal expression of love and
commitment. In this pioneering history, Nancy F. Cott demonstrates that marriage is and always has been a
public institution.

From the founding of the United States to the present day, imperatives about the necessity of marriage and its
proper form have been deeply embedded in national policy, law, and political rhetoric. Legislators and
judges have envisioned and enforced their preferred model of consensual, lifelong monogamy--a model
derived from Christian tenets and the English common law that posits the husband as provider and the wife
as dependent.In early confrontations with Native Americans, emancipated slaves, Mormon polygamists, and
immigrant spouses, through the invention of the New Deal, federal income tax, and welfare programs, the
federal government consistently influenced the shape of marriages. And even the immense social and legal
changes of the last third of the twentieth century have not unraveled official reliance on marriage as a "pillar
of the state."

By excluding some kinds of marriages and encouraging others, marital policies have helped to sculpt the
nation's citizenry, as well as its moral and social standards, and have directly affected national
understandings of gender roles and racial difference. Public Vows is a panoramic view of marriage's political
history, revealing the national government's profound role in our most private of choices. No one who reads
this book will think of marriage in the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Rivera:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation.

Danny Saleem:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Public Vows: A
History of Marriage and the Nation suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nationis a single of several books
in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Mark Mata:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the
Nation is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Paul Moore:

This Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Public Vows: A History of
Marriage and the Nation can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
also knowledge.
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