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Singers are faced with a unique challenge among musicians: they must express not just the music, but the
lyrics too. To effectively communicate the meaning behind these words, singers must understand the many
references embedded in the vast international repertoire of great art songs. They must deal with the meaning
of the lyrics, frequently in a language not their own and of a culture unfamiliar to them.
From Zelter and Schubert to Rorem and Musto, Researching the Song serves as an invaluable guide for
performers, teachers, and enthusiasts to the art song repertoire. Its more than 2,000 carefully researched
entries supply information on most of the mythological, historical, geographical, and literary references
contained in western art song. The authors explain the meaning of less familiar literary terms, figures, and
authors referenced in song while placing songs in the context of larger literary sources. Readers will find
entries dealing with art songs from the German, French, Italian, Russian, Spanish, South American, Greek,
Finnish, Scandinavian, and both American and British English repertoires. Sources, narratives, and
explanations of major song cycles are also given. Organized alphabetically, the lexicon includes brief
biographies of poets, lists of composers who set each poet's work, bibliographic materials, and brief synopses
of major works from which song texts were taken, including the plots of all Restoration theater works
containing Purcell's vocal music.
The more performers know and understand the literary elements of a song, the richer their communication
will be. Researching the Song is a vital aid for singers and teachers in interpreting art songs and building
song recital programs.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Researching the Song: A Lexicon.

Mary McCollum:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Researching
the Song: A Lexicon? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

William Grant:

This Researching the Song: A Lexicon book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That
Researching the Song: A Lexicon without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Researching the Song: A Lexicon can bring once you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
phone. This Researching the Song: A Lexicon having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Lourdes Tyner:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Researching the Song: A Lexicon
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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