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A major contribution to the cultural and literary history of the Victorian age,Rule of Darknessmaps the
complex relationship between Victorian literary forms, genres, and theories and imperialist, racist ideology.
Critics and cultural historians have usually regarded the Empire as being of marginal importance to early and
mid-Victorian writers. Patrick Brantlinger asserts that the Empire was central to British culture as a source of
ideological and artistic energy, both supported by and lending support to widespread belief in racial
superiority, the need to transform "savagery" into "civilization," and the urgency of promoting emigration.

Rule of Darknessbrings together material from public records, memoirs, popular culture, and canonical
literature. Brantlinger explores the influence of the novels of Captain Frederick Marryat, pioneer of British
adolescent adventure fiction, and shows the importance of William Makepeace Thackeray's experience of
India to his novels. He treats a number of Victorian best sellers previously ignored by literary historians,
including the Anglo-Indian writer Philip Meadows Taylor'sConfessions of a ThugandSeeta. Brantlinger
situates explorers' narratives and travelogues by such famous author-adventurers as David Livingstone and
Sir Richard Burton in relation to other forms of Victorian and Edwardian prose. Through readings of works
by Arthur Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, H. Rider Haggard, Rudyard Kipling, John Hobson, and many
others, he considers representations of Africa, India, and other non-British parts of the world in both fiction
and nonfiction.

The most comprehensive study yet of literature and imperialism in the early and mid-Victorian years,Rule of
Darknessoffers, in addition, a revisionary interpretation of imperialism as a significant factor in later British
cultural history, from the 1880s to World War I. It is essential reading for anyone concerned with Victorian
culture and society and, more generally, with the relationship between Victorian writers and imperialism,
'and between racist ideology and patterns of domination in modern history.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Soto:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914. Try
to face the book Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 as your pal. It means that it
can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Charles:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Charles Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism,
1830-1914 can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ashley Gibson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 when you required it?
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