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A groundbreaking new biography of one of the twentieth century's most important poets

On the fiftieth anniversary of the death of T. S. Eliot, the award-winning biographer Robert Crawford
presents us with the first volume of a comprehensive account of this poetic genius. Young Eliot traces the life
of the twentieth century's most important poet from his childhood in St. Louis to the publication of his
revolutionary poem The Waste Land. Crawford provides readers with a new understanding of the
foundations of some of the most widely read poems in the English language through his depiction of Eliot's
childhood?laced with tragedy and shaped by an idealistic, bookish family in which knowledge of saints and
martyrs was taken for granted?as well as through his exploration of Eliot's marriage to Vivien Haigh-Wood,
a woman who believed she loved Eliot "in a way that destroys us both."
Quoting extensively from Eliot's poetry and prose as well as drawing on new interviews, archives, and
previously undisclosed memoirs, Crawford shows how the poet's background in Missouri, Massachusetts,
and Paris made him a lightning rod for modernity. Most impressively, Young Eliot reveals the way he
accessed his inner life?his anguishes and his fears?and blended them with his omnivorous reading to create
his masterpieces "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" and The Waste Land. At last, we experience T. S.
Eliot in all his tender complexity as student and lover, penitent and provocateur, banker and philosopher?but
most of all, Young Eliot shows us as an epoch-shaping poet struggling to make art among personal disasters.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

This Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land can be on
the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

James Stumbaugh:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land can be very
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Melody Grissom:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Young Eliot: From St. Louis to
The Waste Land to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a
book and read it. Beside that the publication Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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